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Abstract

Iranian traditional music, known as Dastgdh Music, has
witnessed considerable changes in recent decades. Various
musical and non-musical causes made these alterations, one of
the most decisive ones of which was the transformation of
recording technology in Iran, from analog devices to the digital
system. According to the current research, the prevalence of
digital recording technology since 1996 has made considerable
effects on Iranian composers' aesthetical outlook. Firstly, due to
the unprecedented possibilities for editing the recorded sounds,
the original concept of singing and playing in Iranian music,
which was based on the singer's and players' improvisation skills,
was undermined. Secondly, the change in the recording system
made it possible for Persian instruments to be used side by side
with other instruments and even electronic sound colorings
regardless of their acoustical limitations. As a result, Iranian
musicians became more interested in pop and fusion genres
rather than conventional forms of Dastgah Music, Such as Reng,
Chéaharmezrab, etc. The statistical review of the published albums
of Iranian music demonstrated that the classical approach to
Dastgah Music continued until the late 2000s. However, this
approach gradually became less popular during the 2010s, while
the number of fusion albums using the traditional elements of
Iranian music unprecedentedly increased after the 2010s.
Keywords: Dastgadh Music, Music Recording, Analog Recording,
Digital Recording,



